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THE ISSUE
At the heart of ONE’s mission is the fight against preventable and treatable disease through effective, life-saving 
programs. Tremendous progress has been made: between 2000 and 2013 malaria mortality rates fell by 54% in 
Africa, an estimated 37 million lives have been saved through tuberculosis diagnosis and treatment, and in 2013 for 
the first time ever, more people were newly added to treatment globally than were newly infected with HIV- a real 
tipping point in the fight against AIDS and HIV. 

An even greater achievement was accomplished when the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 
announced in July 2015  the goal of 15 million people on life-saving HIV treatments by 2015 had been met nine 
months ahead of schedule. These seemingly impossible feats were not easy but we are closer than ever to seeing 
an AIDS-free generation.

As ONE members we should be proud of these accomplishments. Despite partisan politics taking over the 
headlines, this is an issue we have seen time and time again where our elected officials can come together and get 
things done. 

 
THE CHALLENGE
It’s been over a dozen years since the establishment of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) 
and the Global Fund. As President Obama prepares to send his FY17 budget request to Congress, we want to 
make sure that he requests that the United States commits to funding the maximum amount possible—1/3 of all 
contributions—to the Global Fund. 

So for this challenge, we’re asking you to educate your campus community about the impact less than 1% of the US 
budget has had in saving millions of lives and the successes of life-saving programs like PEPFAR and the Global Fund 
which are dependent on US investments. We’re also asking you to urge President Obama to ensure that the United 
States continues to contribute the maximum amount possible to the Global Fund in his FY2017 budget request. 

Something to be Thankful for
CHALLENGE #3

November 15-December 13, 2015

http://www.one.org/us/shareworthy/big-news-we-have-reached-the-tipping-point-on-aids/
http://www.one.org/us/shareworthy/big-news-we-have-reached-the-tipping-point-on-aids/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2015/july/20150714_PR_MDG6report
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CAMPAIGN ACTIONS
1. Holiday cards to the White House. Break out the art supplies and craft personalized, handwritten letters in 

the form of decorated holiday cards to President Obama thanking him for supporting U.S.-funded global health 
initiatives and asking him to ensure that the United States continues to contribute the maximum amount 
possible to the Global Fund in his FY2017 budget request. Use the sample message in this toolkit, and send your 
completed holiday “cards” back to ONE HQ (we’ll provide a pre-paid package slip for you), and we’ll hand-deliver 
them to the White House.

  30 points per holiday card

2. Host a World AIDS Day event (December 1). December 1 is World AIDS Day and ONE’s sister organization (RED) 
is planning “the biggest World AIDS Day event ever”. We want you to make it big on your campus, too. Host a 
concert, speaker panel, coffeehouse, or another event of your choosing on or near December 1 to educate your 
campus community on our generation’s opportunity to end AIDS, and be sure your event includes an advocacy 
call to action (this is a great chance to generate holiday cards to the President). Check out the World AIDS Day 
event ideas included in this toolkit, and see our guide on HOW TO: Host an event for even more ideas and tips. 

  500 points for your event

3. Create a World AIDS Day Snapchat geo-filter. Show your campus community and the world that you’re 
celebrating World AIDS Day by submitting a Snapchat Geo-filter. Simply download our filter image from our 
Dropbox account here, and take these easy steps to get the filter to show up for Snapchat users on your campus:

1) Go to https://www.snapchat.com/geofilters/tips.html and click the yellow “NEXT” button at the bottom of 
the screen.

2) Search for your address. When it comes up on the map, you’re going to draw a boundary line around where 
you would like the filter to appear. Click the map and a dot with a line connected should appear. Continue 
clicking until you complete the circuit. 

3) Next, upload your filter image on the right side of the screen. Make sure you have the filter saved to your 
computer to upload.

4) Then fill in your information. If you’re uploading the filter for an event, uncheck the box that says “This is not 
an event.” You will need to fill in the event info, so your filter will appear at the right time.

5) Check the 3 remaining boxes below event info (Agreeing that the filter is original work, you agree to the 
privacy policy and confirming you aren’t a robot). 

6) Click submit!

 Don’t forget to follow ONE (@onecampaign) on Snapchat!

THE PRIZE
The prize for this challenge is a (RED) prize pack—including lots of cool (RED) swag for you and your ONE chapter. 
Three (3) winners will be chosen based on their creativity, how thoroughly they executed the campaign actions,  
and how many points they earned. 

http://www.red.org/en/
http://campus.one.org/resource/host-an-event/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qg0uzoi456if0ec/AAClXAd6Vcq1ZyUETn9Z6R_Aa?dl=0
https://www.snapchat.com/geofilters/tips.html
http://www.red.org/en/shop
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RESOURCES
Ideas for generating holiday cards to President Obama

•	 Card-making	party. Get all sorts of art supplies—card stock, construction paper, glue, markers, and paint—and 
gather your ONE chapter members to have a card-making party. Play holiday music, provide some snacks, and 
have fun while you craft. 

•	 Thanksgiving	potluck. Host a Thanksgiving-themed social justice pot-luck and have all the attendees write a 
holiday card. 

•	 Team	up	with	a	gift	or	can	drive. Team up with another student club or organization’s gift or can drive and have 
each donor write a card to the President, too.

•	 Check	out	our	HOW TO: Write to Congress guide for more ideas on generating letters.

World AIDS Day event ideas

Below are some ideas to get you started—but don’t be afraid to get creative and think outside the box! Whatever 
you do, just be sure your event takes place on World AIDS Day (December 1) and includes an advocacy action for 
attendees to take.

•	 World	AIDS	Day	Coffeehouse.	Host a Worlds Aid Day coffee house with fair trade coffee, open mic musical/
poetry acts, and information about the global fight against HIV/AIDS, and ask attendees to make a holiday card to 
President Obama with their personalized message inside.

•	 Speaker. Bring a compelling speaker to campus to help educate your campus community on our generation’s 
opportunity to end AIDS in our lifetime.

•	 Film	screening. Work with your ONE Campus staff manager to identify a compelling film or documentary related 
to the global fight against AIDS, and screen it on campus as a way to mobilize your peers.

Helpful Videos

Feel free to show the following short videos produced by ONE and (RED) to help you tell the story of an AIDS-free 
generation: 

•	 The (RED) Story

•	 (RED) Revolution 2015

•	 I Predict…

•	 No Child Born with HIV

http://campus.one.org/resource/write-to-congress/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5gGuhPQtac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQNpGUx3aoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEUIQd9kk0Y&list=PL6LFs_QnWsyuxiTQ4fpnd1CGaXlvrFZ4r&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejgQFbPBumw
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Sample holiday card message

Dear President Obama,

The holiday season is a time for celebration and gratitude. As I celebrate the holidays this season there are a lot of 
things I’m thankful for, but I’m especially thankful for our country’s role in the fight against HIV/AIDS. [INSERT 1-2 
SENTENCES ABOUT WHY YOU CARE].

Because of the U.S.’s investments in programs like PEPFAR and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria, 
we have made incredible strides. 15 million people are now alive on antiretroviral treatment and the elimination 
of mother-to-child transmission of HIV is within reach. These are accomplishments that seemed impossible a 
generation ago. 

President Obama, despite these amazing successes, we cannot be complacent now—millions more people around 
the world depend on American leadership. As the Global Fund approaches a critical moment to replenish its 
funds, please make sure the United States continues to contribute the maximum amount possible—one-third of 
all contributions—with your FY2017 budget request. Your continuous support for the Global Fund will send a strong 
message to the rest of the world and bring us closer to an AIDS-free generation. 

Happy holidays, 

Name 

School 

School Address
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GLOBAL AIDS/HIV STATS & TALKING POINTS
•	 Since AIDS was discovered, 78 million people have been infected with HIV and 39 million have died of AIDS. 35 

million people are living with the disease today.

•	 In 2015, 15 million people are receiving antiretroviral treatment (ARVs), up from just under 700,000 in 2000. In the 
past decade the number of sub-Saharan Africans on ARV treatment increased from 50,000 to more than 9 million.

•	 In 2014 alone, AIDS killed 1.2 million people, 790,000 of whom were living in sub-Saharan Africa. 

•	 In 2014, there were 25.8 million people living with HIV in sub-Saharan Africa, over half of which were women. 

•	 In 2013, for the first time ever, more people were newly added to treatment globally than were newly infected with HIV.

•	 In 2013, 2.1 million people became infected with HIV, 240,000 of whom were children.

•	 ARVs can help HIV+ mothers stay alive, while also reducing the risk of transmission of the virus from mothers to 
their babies to less than 5%.

•	 9 million AIDS deaths have been averted since 2000 thanks to ARV treatment.

•	 Young women ages 15-24 are twice as likely to become infected with HIV as their male peers.

•	 In the last 10 years, global child infections of HIV have been cut in half.

•	 Eight countries in sub-Saharan Africa—Botswana, Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa 
and Zimbabwe—reduced new HIV infections among children by 50% or more since 2009.

ABOUT THE GLOBAL FUND
Over the course of the last decade, the Global Fund has become the single	most	powerful	tool	in	the	fight	against	
AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. About 95% of the Fund’s total funding comes from donor governments and the 
remaining 5% from the private sector and innovative financing initiatives. With these contributions, the Global Fund 
provides 82% of all global financing for TB, 50% for malaria, and 21% for AIDS.

Global Fund resources, together with investments from countries, the private sector, and other bilateral donors, have 
helped change the course of these three deadly epidemics since 2002. More than $27 billion in disbursed grants to 
more than 140 countries has translated into real impact on the ground, providing among other interventions:

•	 antiretroviral treatment for 8.1 million people living with HIV/AIDS;

•	 services to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV for 3.1 million pregnant women;

•	 HIV counselling and testing sessions for 423 million people;

•	 insecticide-treated bed nets to protect 548 million families from malaria; and

•	 Detection and treatment services for 13.2 million cases of TB.[i]

All told, in partnership with other donors, the private sector, and the investments made by countries themselves, the 
Global	Fund’s	support	has	saved	17	million	lives	since	its	creation	and	is	on	track	to	save	22	million	lives	by	2016.
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ABOUT ONE

ONE is an international campaigning and advocacy organization backed by nearly 7 million people who are 
committed to the fight against extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly in Africa. It is made up of 
Democrats, Republicans, Independents, students, parents, people of all faiths and those who profess no faith. ONE 
holds world leaders accountable for the commitments they’ve made to fight extreme poverty and campaigns for 
better development policies, more effective aid, and trade reform.

ONE also supports greater democracy, accountability, and transparency in developing countries so resources can 
most effectively be deployed. ONE achieves change through advocacy, awareness, and action. ONE works closely 
with policy experts, African leaders, and anti-poverty campaigners to mobilize public opinion in support of tested 
and proven solutions.

(Endnotes)

[i]  The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, 2015, Results Report 2015, (October 2015, http://www.
theglobalfund.org/documents/publications/annual_reports/Corporate_2015ResultsReport_Report_en/).

http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/publications/annual_reports/Corporate_2015ResultsReport_Report_en/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/publications/annual_reports/Corporate_2015ResultsReport_Report_en/

